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Site Pastor 
Insight 

Project Transformation engages young adults in purposeful leadership and ministry by building life-impacting 
relationships, serving children and families, and connecting churches to underserved communities
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Hot Springs UMC, Hot Springs, AR
Kessler Park UMC
Lake Cities UMC

Lake Highlands UMC
Lovers Lane UMC

New Castle UMC, Newcastle, OK
New Covenant UMC

New Life Church, Sanger, TX
Northaven UMC
Oak Cliff UMC
Oak Lawn UMC

Pleasant Mound-Urban Park UMC
Plymouth Park UMC

Praise Temple Church of Christ, 
Abilene, TX

Ridgewood Park UMC
St. Andrew UMC
St. Ann’s Catholic

St. John’s UMC, Austin, TX
St. Marks UMC

St. Stephen’s UMC
Suncreek UMC

Trietsch Memorial UMC
Trinity Lutheran Church, Greeley, 

CO
Trinity UMC Denison
University Park UMC

Walnut Hill UMC
Wylie UMC

work powerfully in the lives of all 
those touched by this ministry.” 
-Matt Peisen, St. Mark’s UMC intern
“My time served with Project 
Transformation and the children 
here have been nothing 
short of life-changing in the 
best way possible” -Roderick 
Dickerson, Chapel Hill UMC intern

Each day, children were able 
to read one-on-one with an 
adult volunteer, increasing 
their interest and ability to 
read. Over 1,200 volunteers 
served through 88 partner 
churches and outreach 
programs, providing 7,168 
hours of reading time for 
children. As a result, 97% 

of children maintained or improved 
their reading comprehension over the 
summer months. Over 40,000 meals 
were served through the North Texas 
Food Bank food program at PT, and 
healthy snack bags were sent home 
on weekends with each of the children.
We are thankful to each person who 
made this program possible.   You helped 
provide an experience of a lifetime 
for our interns, children and youth. 

To view additional summer photos, please visit 
our website at www.projecttransformation.org.
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Thank you for your 
continued support!

Project Transformation
547 East Jefferson
Dallas, TX  75203
214-946-3600
info@projecttransformation.org
www.projecttransformation.org
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There is a tradition at Project Transformation each 
summer, that on move-in day at SMU, each intern 
is “introduced” into a room filled with interns, 
staff and alumni, by announcing (at the top of 
your lungs): HEY PT! MEET ________!!!! And the 
room goes wild. While some interns embrace this 
tradition and some wonder what they’ve gotten 
themselves into, it is a starting point; to break 
the ice and make connections with people who 
will become teammates, roommates, 
and in many cases, life-long friends. 
By the end of the summer, that 
same room is filled with hugs and 
tears as they say goodbye. Not only 
did these 103 young adults from 
13 states and 65 different colleges 
develop meaningful relationships with 
each other, but they came together 
to serve as one body, investing 
in the lives of over 1,000 underserved 
children and youth at nine site churches. 
These young adults share how this program 
impacted their lives, in such a short amount of time:

“This has been a truly transformational 
opportunity for me. It has made me feel alive 
and purposeful again. I am so blessed to have 
been a part of this program this summer.” 
-Kristen Singletary, youth mountain biking intern
“This summer, I have sharpened my ability to work 
with children and interact with many different 
kinds of people. I have enjoyed worshipping 
God in many different ways and seeing God 
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Intern Blog 
Each summer, our interns 
spend time reflecting on their 
experiences from community 
living, with their children and 
youth at site, and in their 
own personal  and spiritual 
growth. We highlight these 
experiences on our PT Intern 
Blog, which can be found 
on our website for both the 
summer and after-school 
program perspectives.

Summer intern, Andrew 
Wilson, shares, “I love when 
God places someone in 
your path at just the right 
time. It is like when I was 
little and I would get hot 
wheel cars and crash them 
into each other. Those hot 
wheel cars always ended up 
alright, but if that were to 
happen in real life and with 
real cars then they could 
never be the same. That is 
what has been happening to 
me ever Tuesday night at 
worship service. God’s ideas 
have been colliding with my 
ideas and I can say it has 
changed me.” Read the rest 
of his story.
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Friday
Experience
Friday Experiences are such a critical 
part of the intern experience at Project 
Transformation. Many times, we hear 
individuals ask why we do not hold 
summer camp program for children 
and youth on Fridays. Fridays are 
reserved for our interns to reflect on 
their week in working with children, 
explore a variety of opportunities to 
continue to be in ministry and service, 
and discern where God is calling them 
to serve. We believe that PT should 
be a springboard into ministry for 
these interns, and not a one-time 
experience. Friday Experiences show 
the tangible ways that interns can 
continue to connect their passions 
with the needs in the world. This 
summer, 19 different ministries and 
non-profit organizations hosted our 
interns. They spent their Fridays in a 
variety of ways, including interacting 

with a panel of ordained clergy who 
shared their call stories, serving 
the homeless with the Soup Mobile, 
touring Methodist Health System 
and hearing from chaplains, medical 
professionals as well as the CEO, 
touring Methodist Children’s Home 
in Waco, learning about the complex 
challenges of immigration with Justice 
for Our Neighbors, exploring the 
needs of urban education with a PT 

alumna who serves as an assistant 
principal in Irving ISD, and spending 
a day at Perkins School of Theology, 
sitting in on classes and hearing from 
Dean William Lawrence. These visits 
bring to life the many examples of 
how these young adults can live out 
their faith. For many interns, Friday 
Experiences open doors to future 
volunteer and career opportunities. 
One intern shared, “Due to the 
Friday Experiences at Perkins, I am 
now strongly considering attending 
seminary. Before that day, I was 
dead-set against graduate school. 
This experience has broadened by 
horizons in a very concrete way.” In 
fact, 21% of this summer’s interns 
report that as a result of their 
experience with PT, they plan to 
change their course of study in school, 
which common examples being youth 
ministry, seminary, social work, and 
education. And an astounding 98% 
of our interns plan to serve their 
communities through volunteer work 
after PT ends.

Urban Camp - Bridgeport

 In addition to our campers, 33 participants 
in our LITE program (Leaders in Training 
Experience) attended camp as junior 
counselors. These high school students, 
who were placed in leadership roles during 
the summer, participated in a weeklong 
leadership course at camp as well as help 
facilitated different activities throughout 
the week. The goal of the program is to 
encourage these students in their faith 
and leadership development, as well as 
inspire them to finish school and to stay 
away from pressures they face in their 
neighborhoods, such as gangs and drugs.

One of our participants shared the effect that Urban Camp has had on her life 
for the past two summers:
“My family and I lost our home because of the recession. So my sister and I 
had to step in and pay bills. I had so much pressure, I felt like I was going 
to fail and we weren’t going to make it. But PT helped me to understand all 
I need is to put my faith, home and trust in God. Before coming to camp, I 
was depressed, and out of place to the point I cut my wrist. I thought hurting 
myself was an escape from reality but then I came to Bridgeport and realized 
I don’t need pain; all I need is to believe in God. Thanks to Urban Camp, I love 
myself everyday more and more, because I have a purpose to be here and 
that’s to help others like PT does every year.” 16 year old youth participant 

Urban Camp is an exciting opportunity at the end of the summer for our youth 
(grades 6-9) to go to an overnight camp. It allows youth from low socio-
economic backgrounds to experience a week of abundant love, encouragement, 
and inspiration. Youth participate in activities, such as archery, horseback 
riding, ropes courses, fishing, swimming, cooking, newspaper and other sport-
centered activities. Youth are assigned to cabins with the interns who have 
been serving with them during the summer, which serves to strengthen the 
relationships formed through the previous eight weeks of day camp. Many of 
these youth boast it is the best week of their life, and the only time they are 
able to leave their communities.  

Support PT With 
Year-End Gift

While Project Transformation has 
enjoyed generous support from 
so many people, churches and 
organizations this past year, we are 
not immune to the current recession 
and are anticipating a shortfall of 
close to $70,000 by fiscal year-end 
(August 31). Our budget for 2010-
11 is $1,057,721, with 80% directly 
supporting program services. We invite 
you to consider making an investment 
in the life-changing work of Project 
Transformation by making a donation 
by mail or online. With your help, this 
program will continue to touch the lives 
of hundreds of underserved children 
and youth while encouraging young 
adults to step into a life of ministry. 

Gifts that are postmarked by August 
31 will help us meet our year-end goal. 
Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support. 
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